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What do we do when the elephant fights with itself? 
In 1969, then Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau said of living next to Richard 
Nixon’s America: “Living next to you is in some ways like sleeping with an 
elephant.  No matter how friendly and even-tempered is the beast, if I can 
call it that, one is affected by every twitch and grunt.” 
As Canadian Christians (or maybe Christian Canadians?) some things have 
not changed in the last 51 years: we are still always on watch for what our 
elephantine neighbour is doing, how she twitches and grunts, and how 
these movements affect our daily lives on our own side of the bed.  How-

ever, one thing that has changed is that, at least lately, America is anything but “even-tempered.”   
As I write this the day after 2020’s first Presidential Debate between Donald Trump and Joe Biden, the 
world is still shocked and saddened by what took place.  Far removed from the tradition of gentlemanly 
debate started by George Washington and John Adams, or even the infamously hotly-contested-but-still-
somewhat-civil debates of Lincoln-Douglas, last night seemed to summarize what we have now known for 
a while: America is in trouble. 
Our great neighbour is clearly in trouble when a debate over her future leadership cannot even be scored 
because no candidate was capable of answering a question without being rudely interrupted or childishly 
mocked.  As a lover of history, I can’t even begin to imagine how the founding fathers would make sense 
of this year’s campaign, if they could see it for themselves. 
And yet, whether we are Canadian or American, Republican or Democrat, Liberal or Conservative; it is not 
to Trump or Biden, Trudeau or O’Toole, or Trudeau (Sr.) or Nixon who we should look to for our assur-
ance in this dangerous time, it is to Christ. 
A few weeks ago, I preached from the Prophecy of Jonah, and how we, as God’s faithful people, are today 
challenged as he was then, to believe in and hope for the reconciliation of our giant neighbour (Assyria or 
America) even when that neighbour seems destined to continue on the road to ruin.  As the prophecy tells 
us, Jonah was not up to the task; opting to go away in indignation and self-pity rather than celebration 
when Nineveh turned and saw the Truth of the Lord.  As followers of Christ, though, we are shielded even 
from this failure, for it is Christs’ faith in whom we stand, not our own. 
When Christ was challenged by the scribes and pharisees to give a sign as proof of his messiahship, Our 
Lord responded by invoking Jonah: 
“An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah.  For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a sea monster, so for 
three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. The people of Nineveh will 
rise up at the judgement with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation 
of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here!” (Matthew 12: 39-41) 
These days, we ourselves may be looking for a sign that everything will be alright, that Christ is still with 
us, that the destruction and turmoil we see on the other side of the bed will not swallow us up as well.  In 
our desperation for assurance in uncertain times, we may even do as the pharisees did and abandon 
Christ for earthly law and order.  Christ’s response is clear: 
You want a sign? 
You want to know I am here?  That I am the Messiah? 
Look to Jonah.  Look to Nineveh.  And then understand that something greater than Jonah is already here! 
Christ has already won the battle for us; the battle against earthly powers and principalities, the battle 
against sin, even the battle against death.  All because He died and lay in the heart of the earth for three 
days before rising again.   
What is the result of this? 
That even Nineveh, even Assyria, will rise from the dead and receive life everlasting on the last day.   
As Christians, our hope is not in a mere prophet who can turn an empire from ruin to salvation, but in God 
Himself Made Flesh, who will not just call the world’s empires to follow Him, but who will stop at nothing 
to transform this entire world from sin to reconciling love. 
Fear not.  No matter what unexpected directions this world’s empires may take, there is one much greater 
than the elephant, who is right now working all things for good. 
Blessings, 
Rev. Roberto DeSandoli 
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SNCM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SNCM has changed over the past few months.  As with many things in our society Covid has 
changed the way that they do things.  The staff have been amazing.  Dylon Nippi, the executive 
director, Irene Lee, the program director, and Jennifer Pederson have adapted to circumstances 
and transformed the mission so that they can continue to serve the community.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    View from the entrance of the Mission                                  Irene and Jason at the coffee station 

 

As with many businesses and agencies, the mission closed down to the public in April.  During 
the closure, the staff were able to give the building a thorough cleaning and reorganization.  
Once everything was spotless, they repainted the kitchen, dining area, doors, hallway, and 
bathrooms, giving the mission a fresh, new look.  In May, they decided to re-open on a limited 
basis in order to hand out coffee, a bag of sandwiches and cookies/chips, and water.  A table 
was set up at the door to allow safe distribution to those in need.  After a few weeks, this was 
expanded by setting up plastic barriers to safely allow people into a restricted area of the mis-
sion in order to pick up their food, coffee and water.  The food program has been expanded 
once again to include a hot meal each week.  I was at the mission during the last week of Sep-
tember when they served some chicken and rice that smelled absolutely amazing.  There were 
NO leftovers.   

Continued on Page 4 
 

 



Page 4 Saints Alive 

 
Clothing, obtained from donations from various churches 
and individuals is handed out to those in need.  This is very 
much appreciated.   
Worship services have restarted, sometimes in the mission, 
sometimes in the parking lot.  Attendance was low to start, 
but has been improving.   
On the art side of the mission, the tables were organized so 
that there would be a maximum number of people/families 
at any one time.  While some of the regulars no longer show 
up because of health concerns, there have been new people 
coming through the doors. 
 

                    Clothes donations 

 
Plans are now being made for more change.  Their first priority is to set up a 
protocol that will allow people safely back into the mission in greater num-
bers so that as the temperature falls, there is a safe, warm place to shelter.  
They hope to have this in place some time during the next few weeks.  Also, 
in association with Spectrum, they are looking forward to opening up a free 
laundry service in the new year, so that people can come in off the street 
and walk out with clean clothes.   
While there have been some scares and a few problems, the staff have con-
sistently shown that with God’s help, even in a time of pandemic, His love 
can be shown.   
 
 
 

Laundry facilities 
 

God has walked with the staff of the mission over the past few months and they have in turn 
shared His good news with those walking through their doors.  If you wish to help, warm clothing 
and blankets will be needed more and more as the temperature drops.  These donations can be 
dropped off at the church, or at the back door of the mission.  Please call Al Ireland to schedule 
the drop-off.  Donations of cash, either for the sandwich program or towards the mission’s gen-
eral operating costs can be made through the donate button on the website, or by e-transfer.  
Please make sure that you designate where you want your donation to go.   
 
If you have any questions about the SNCM, or have any ideas for outreach please contact one of 
the outreach Committee.  We are: Al Ireland (244-7386), Sharon Nixon (978-9577), Linda Dietz 
(653-0953), and Heather Kolojay (281-3029).   
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STEWARDSHIP FOCUS 

'Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness; 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the air, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth.’  Genesis 1:28 

During a service this summer, the Rev. Stewart Folster reminded us that while God gave man do-
minion over the earth, this comes with the responsibility to honour the earth and protect it.  In 
other words, to provide good stewardship.   

This year, especially with wildfires on the west coast of the US, more hurricanes than normal 
forming in the Pacific and large volumes of ice breaking off the polar ice packs, the impacts of 
global warming are becoming even clearer.  Every year, the Stewardship Committee tries to iden-
tify one aspect of stewardship to focus on, whether it be time, talent or treasures, but now seems 
a good time to put an emphasis on the environment. 

Among other things, we will try to make useful suggestions on things that we can do.  While we 
all can’t go out and purchase electric vehicles and put solar panels on the roof, there are smaller 
things that we can do that can still make a difference.  Here are 10 random ideas: 

1. If you do have to purchase new appliances, because the old ones are beyond repair, make 
sure to look for energy efficient models. 

2. If you have to drive for a number of errands, try to minimize the mileage by planning a loop 
route to avoid backtracking.  It is also amazing how many of these errands can be accomplished 
by phone or online.  Note---Al says to ride a bike or walk when possible. 

3. Unplug unused or seldom used electronics that continue to draw energy while idle. 

4. Protect wildlife.  Before throwing out the loop connectors that come with beverage containers, 
cut the loops, as many animals are found with their heads and necks caught in the plastic. 

5. Plan meals and grocery shop accordingly to avoid wasting food that spoils. 

6. Compost, as possible.  This can be in your yard or through the city systems. 

7. At this time of year, don’t use a leaf blower to randomly disperse leaves and snow, use a rake, 
broom or shovel.  It can be faster and more effective. 

8. Avoid single use plastics and products with excessive packaging, as possible 

9. Try not to have your car idle while stopped for periods of time, such as when waiting for a 
train, a passenger or in the drive through.  I’m sure there are people that remember my rant a 
few years ago about the carbon emitted at Timmy’s drive-throughs across the country. 

Donate unused clothing to a charity (SNCM, Mennonite Central Committee….) rather than throw it 
out.  Landfills are full of the last latest fashions that people tire of after a year. 

Finally, has anyone tried waxed cotton as a substitute for plastic wrapping over food- or – mesh 
bags to replace the plastic ones provided for bagging fruits and vegetables at the stores?  If so, I 
would like to know how this works.  Really. 
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We are fortunate as a congregation to have such wonderful staff who use their talents specifically 
to engage us in various ways as we commune with our Lord at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church.  
 
Highlights: 
 
Our Administrative Office Assistant, Dorothy de Bruijn, has provided a cheery, steady hand pilot-
ing the various phone calls, requests, written communication, administration support to our Minis-
ter, staff and bookkeeping reporting to our Board of Managers.  During the pandemic she has 
been a consistent presence in the church office. 
 
Our Christian Education Coordinator, Martha Fergusson has provided leadership to keep our 
youth engaged in the church and with Christian Education development.   Martha, along with her 
mighty team Alicia Monson, and Bonnie Mahlum have provided a steady and personal approach 
to our families through the development of the Front Porch Ministry, Zoom get-togethers prior to 
the Sunday service, Kids Klub on Wednesday nights and adding a Bike Klub during the sum-
mer.  We are also aware of her taking the time to drop off games to engage children who are 
stuck at home and when possible to visit on the lawn.  
 
Our Pastoral Care Nurse, Laura Van Loon has been a steady force to our members who are truly 
isolated and or in need of emergent support.  Although she was on leave during the Summer, we 
are aware of her commitment to our members health needs during this difficult pandemic time. 
She also is planning to help us keep connected. Watch for her announcements and join in!  
 
Our Music Director, Gillian Lyons has undertaken the challenge to learn a new video/audio pro-
gram that assists with the wonderful music presentations we enjoy during the Sunday online wor-
ship service. 
 
Our Choir Conductor, Terri Lynn Mitchell was our talented singer during online Worship through 
the Spring and Summer. As we try the new normal, she is facilitating virtual choir practice to as-
sist choir members to continue to learn and develop their vocal talent. 
 
The Personnel Committee have interacted regularly with our staff throughout the Pandemic. This 
includes annual reviews, contract renewals, and affirmative support to all staff including our Min-
ister. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jan Rodda, Session, Personnel Chair, 
Sheila Coulter, Board of Managers 
Spencer Hanson, Session 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN COVID 
 
The last six months have been very busy. We shifted to a front porch 
ministry in the Spring and went well into the summer, with home deliv-
eries every 10 days or so for over 16 families. By August we slowed 
down, as many families and the drivers were away. But we are resum-
ing home deliveries, and packages will arrive again in the coming day 
before thanksgiving. We also did some driveway visits when and where 

it was possible to say hello and connect. 
 
Our online presence has been strong since March, with a regular Children's worship at 10:00 a.m. 
each week, prior to the worship lead by Rev Roberto. The older youth read prayers and scrip-
tures, Martha Fergusson provides the message and everyone helps write the weekly prayers of 
the people on the Zoom whiteboard. Each week we average 8-10 children with a high of 16 on 
July 4th and a low of 3 on August 9th.  
 
We have started a younger version of Zoom worship for preschool kids at 
9:30 on Sundays for 15 minutes for the youngest children. It is called 
Sprouts, as their faith is just beginning. 
The older elementary children and beyond are part of the Roots Zoom 
worship, as the discussions go deeper and wider each week as their faith 
is growing. 
 
We also have had an online mid week Kidz Klub for elementary aged chil-
dren at 6:15 p.m. on Wednesdays, with faith-based trivia games and age 
appropriate social ice breakers.  We have had guests like the VST summer 
students, Rev Roberto, and Allan Ireland, and look to have more folks this 
fall. 
 

Behind all this programming is the steady leadership of CE Convenor 
Alicia Monson, who co hosts all the Zoom interaction and helps design 
our programs. Bonnie Malhum is a committed volunteer whose attend-
ance in the Zoom programs is excellent, and she provides a caring 
presence to our children. Driving Team James Hamilton and Rachel 
Giesbrecht were terrific spring and summer drivers, when the vast area 
had to be covered regularly. 
 
We continue to keep our Leading with Care standard online for the 
safety of our children and leaders. No child is online with just one adult 
and police checks are all 2020 current. We also are happy to be 
onboarding a new volunteer, Melle McPhee, who is joining our pro-
gramming and the CE Committee.  New energy and new ideas will like-
ly unfold. We sadly say good- bye to long serving Shirley Fourney, as 
she shifts her volunteer energies to a new committee at St. Andrew's. 
She has been a loyal member with great ideas to share with us over 
the years. 

 
Things that will NOT be happening: 
We will not move to meet at the church at this point for Sunday school, but children can stay in 
the sanctuary and worship as a family.  
We are planning on Advent and Christmas programs, but NOT a traditional presentation in 
the service. We often begin practice late fall, so it is not doable this year. But we will keep on 
making faith formation, family and friendships a key part of your children's Christian Education. 

 



 

THE BOARD OF MANAGERS is looking for people from all walks of life and 
talents to join us. We are a small and vigorous group charged with keeping 
the church building, finances, and fabric in good order. We also lend a 
hand in matters of maintenance and repair. We meet about once per 
month for a lively discussion of important issues.  
Please prayerfully consider offering to serve on the Board: we would love 
to see you! 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hildur Hermanson WMS 
As the Covid virus continues to bring changes to all of us, WMS both nationally and in our own St. 
Andrew’s group have struggled to adapt.  The number of Hildur Hermanson members have dwin-
dled over the last few years to the point that now seems the right time to call an end to the 
group.   
Through the studies regularly appearing in Glad Tidings, we have expanded our own understand-
ing of issues facing society today, while the worship services for Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter were important parts of our meetings 
Glad Tidings have ceased to be published, but we are grateful to the newspaper, Connections, for 

picking up articles, pictures and other information that would normally ap-
pear in Glad Tidings.   
We thank the members of the congregation for their physical, financial and 
prayerful support for the projects we have brought to them over the 
years.  That support has been invaluable to the initiatives begun both at 
home and abroad.   
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Revelation Bible Study: October 12 to November 16 (Mondays 
at 7pm on Zoom) 
Rev. Roberto and the Christian Education Committee invite you to take 
part in a new six-week Bible Study starting on Monday, October 12th at 
7pm on Zoom. 
The goal of this study will be to equip leaners to approach the book of 
Revelation faithfully.  Together we will read John’s Revelation in its his-
torical and cross-Scriptural context in order to understand its allusions 
and symbols and to approach it as a divinely inspired book of Scripture 
and not as an “end of the world” prediction guide. 
The great comfort of the Book of Revelation is that just as Christ has been with His church in his-
tory in the past, Christ will once again be with us in history in the future, as the Lamb of God who 
will once and for all take away the sins of the world; a promise and comfort needed perhaps now 
more than ever.   
We will be studying William C. Pender’s Revelation from the Interpretation Bible Studies series 
(ISBN: 0664228585).  The book is available in new ($12), used ($6), and Kindle ($9) editions on 
Amazon.ca.  Rev. Roberto will scan and email the first few chapters until everyone has a chance 
to find a copy. 
Please contact Rev. Roberto DeSandoli to sign up (roberto@standrews-saskatoon.com). 
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During this very difficult time of the pandemic, the Pastoral 
Care Team is trying to find ways to reach out to our church 
fellowship. Personal visits are not allowed, so Home & Hospital 
visits are presently on hold.  However, our Pastoral Care Nurse 
will respond to emergencies.  She knows the protocol & has all 
of the proper equipment.  Team members are trying to reach 
out through the mail & by phone, email & sometimes Zoom. If 
you, or someone you know, is needing support, please call 
Laura or any member of our team. 

Since, as a Committee, we can’t meet in person, we are meeting by teleconference. We met the 
last Monday of June and again the last Monday of September by teleconference. We plan to 
meet, in this way, at the end of October and again at the end of November. 

Our Lunch & Learn Sundays are also on hold.  Sunday, September 27th would have been our 
Sunday to focus on Alzheimer information.  The provincial Alzheimer Society is planning to host a 
GALA Event – live stream - Thursday evening October 15th, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  For more infor-
mation visit   NightToRememberSk.ca   This Gala event will come from Regina. We hope that 
many of you will “tune in”. 

We are planning a virtual Walk to Bethlehem. Laura will organize this event & will be sending out 
more information. 

Laura has taken some time off this summer (LOA – without pay) & will be returning to work 
soon, October 1st. 

Our team consists of Bernice Shih, Marina Onclin, Sheila Coulter, Judy McFadden, Luella Moore. 
Laura Van Loon & Roberto DeSandoli are ex-officio members. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Luella Moore, Convenor 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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On Sunday, October 11th St. Andrew’s will begin its 
SAFE REOPENING PLAN.  What does this mean for 
you?   
Please read on for updated information (in blue) on our 
reopening plan including how to volunteer, below. 
If you are planning to attend in-person: 
While we are excited to welcome our friends-in-Christ back for in-person worship, the enduring 
Covid-19 situation and provincial health regulations do require some changes to our normal rou-
tine: 
• Gathering Size – Initial gatherings will be limited to no more than 25 people, in excess of 
volunteers and worship leaders. 
• Registration – Attendees will be required to contact the office by 3pm on the Thursday 
prior to worship to register themselves or their household to attend. 
To Register – 
Please contact the office (office@standrews-saskatoon.com or 306-242-0525) and 
give the following information: 
• Name 

• Household size and demographics (adults/children) 

• Contact information (phone/email) 

• Elevator required (yes or no) 
Once your registration is confirmed, you will be given information on what en-
trance/exit to use: “North” (20th Street) or “South” (Parking Lot), how seating will 
be assigned at arrival, as well as a reminder about masks and social distancing. 

• Masks and Hygiene – Worshippers will be required to wear masks (not provided), to use 
provided hand sanitizer, keep social distance, and to refrain from hugging and shaking hands. 
• Maps and Signage – After arriving, worshippers will be directed by posted maps and sign-
age on how to maintain social distance and move about the sanctuary in such a way that contact 
between households is minimized.  Volunteers will also be on-site to direct and answer questions. 
• Maintaining Cleanliness – The sanctuary will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected be-
tween Sundays.  We ask that worshippers limit their movement throughout the rest of the build-
ing.  Washrooms will, of course, continue to be available.  The Lower Hall will remain 
closed and physical coffee hour will not take place following the service. 
• Going Paperless – In order to limit the handling of common items, hymn books and paper 
resources will be removed from the pews and narthex.  Worshippers are invited to print their bul-
letin at home or to follow along digitally on their phone or tablet. 
• Ministry of Music – Though we will be blessed to be led in praise by Music Director Gillian 
Lyons and soloist Terri-Lynn Mitchell, it will not quite be business-as-usual.  Provincial guidelines 
currently prohibit congregational singing.  However, a screen will be erected in the sanctuary to 
display our “virtual choir.” 
• Children’s Ministry – Children are welcome to register and attend with their families; how-
ever, at this time Sunday School will continue to be a virtual-only experience.  Virtual Sunday 
School will continue to be available at 10am on Sundays. Please check the bulletin for the Zoom 
meeting ID. 
We thank you in advance for your understanding and patience in these matters and pray that the 
Covid-19 situation will continue to improve to allow for more physical freedoms in our future ser-
vices. 
 
 

Continued on Page 11 
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If you are planning on continuing to worship from home: 
• A Single Gathering – Though we will begin inviting in-person worshippers on the 11th, we 
also want to maintain connection with our at-home worshippers.  For this reason, we decided to 
move to Live Streaming Worship, in order that we may continue to worship as one body. 
• Live or Later – For those able to worship at 11am on Sundays, you will see and hear exactly 
what is happening in the sanctuary, as it happens.  For those who wish to watch later, the video 
will be available at any time. 
• Same Ease of Access – Though we will be changing the look and feel of our virtual worship, 
it will still be easily accessible on our website each week (standrews-saskatoon.com). 
• Sunday School – Our “Sprouts” (9:30am) and “Roots” (10:00am) will continue to gather 
online with Martha and our amazing Children’s Ministry Team.  Please see the bulletin for Zoom 
meeting ID and more information. 
If you are interested in volunteering: 
As you can see, St. Andrew’s ability to safely reopen to in-person worship depends greatly upon 
coordination and volunteers.  If you are interested in volunteering as a greeter/usher, 
please join us at the church this Sunday, October 4th at 3pm. 
For those interested in Live Virtual Streaming (sound control, camera operation, etc.) 
a volunteer session will be announced soon.  Please contact Rev. Roberto to stay up-
dated (roberto@standrews-saskatoon.com). 
Rev. Roberto DeSandoli and the St. Andrew’s Session and Board thank you for your prayers and 
your patience during this season of Covid-19.  We would also like to thank the Ad-Hoc Building 
Reopening Committee (Mark Behrend, Heather DeSandoli, Rev. Roberto DeSandoli, Dean Fergus-
son, Allan Ireland, Alicia Monson, Matthew Neufeld, Heather Reichert, Colin Robb, and Laura Van 
Loon) for their hard and diligent work. 
Please also be assured that it is not our intention to open at “all costs”; should the local COVID-19 
situation worsen significantly, in-person services will be postponed or cancelled. 
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St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church 
 

Have you been thinking about getting more  
involved in our church community? Check out 
the list of St. Andrew’s groups, committees, and service oppor-
tunities below, and be sure to ask your elder or one of the con-
tact  people listed if you have any questions. 
 

PROGRAMS/GROUPS:           CONTACT PERSON: 
Session……………………………………………….Allan Ireland (Clerk) 

Board of Managers…………………………………Heather Reichert 

Church School (age 3 to Grade 8)………….. Martha Fergusson 

Nursery Care………………………………..…….. Martha Fergusson 

Choir………………………………………….……….. Gillian Lyons 

Christian Education Committee………………. Alicia Monson 

Outreach Committee…………………………….. Allan Ireland 

Stewardship Committee……………………….. Patti Polowick 

Worship & Music Committee…………………. Matthew Neufeld 

Pastoral Care Committee………………………. Luella Moore 

Chancel Flowers…………………………………… Marilyn Greer 

 
Perhaps you would like to get more involved in one of the 
Sunday morning ministries at St. Andrew’s. Opportunities 
include ushering or greeting, operating the sound system, 
hosting the coffee hour, or reading scripture. If you play an 
instrument or sing, please speak to Gillian about offering 
your musical gifts during worship. 

St. Andrew’s Staff Contacts: 
Minister: The Rev. Roberto DeSandoli      306-242-0525 
                                   roberto@standrews-saskatoon.com 

Pastoral Care Nurse:  Laura Van Loon            306-229-7846 
lauralene66@gmail.com 

CE Coordinator:  Martha Fergusson                306-270-2378 
martha.22@live.com 

Music Director:  Gillian Lyons                         306-260-8746 
gillianlyons@sasktel.net 

Office Administrator:  Dorothy de Bruijn         306-242-0525 
office@standrews-saskatoon.com 

finance@standrews-saskatoon.com 


